ATTORNEYS AT LAW JOHNBTOWN, NIW YORK

MURPHY AND NILES

HEMORAKDUM RE STEWART LANDING DAM

HISTORY: : A -

In 189?, in deeds givan by Alfreg Dolge and which are mering
f\.
Great: Lot 60 in r.ha Glen, Bl.aeckar and Lansin.g Paten:, right was reserved to
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raiaa the water 1n East canada Lake and othar lakas, bodies and streams con-
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nactsd r.hm:eail:h and adjacent r.harot.o, not to aa.cead six faet. parpendiwlaxly

abwa :ha t.hen averaga high uatet mark and :o flow I:he surrumding landa as

L lw—a, ..lo _f‘:_'

may be nacassary for l:ha: purposa md to build, erecl: and mintain au neces-
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sary dans, embankmants am:l other st.rur.t.u.res to maintain the water ar. such
= a0

haigh: ahwa the t:h.an averaga high water mrk of said laxe.

Follcudng resewadonn in the deeds covering lands in and

around Canada Lake, the Suwarr. Landing Dam was erected and :hs level of tha
l.aka raised. T.his level was maintaimd for mny years and used by the Pwer
COrpornr.ion for the purpose of. generating electric.:ll:y. Althaugh difficulties

were sgmetimes experienced, the water leval :ln Canad.a Lak.e and surrwndj.n.g

lakes was ganerally kept at :lcs presen: 1ave1.
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In 1965, r.ha Power Corporar.im dec:l.dad to aban&on r.he Stawart

Lnndins Da.n a.nd sel.l. t.he sur:oundin.g ter:ril:ory. Gamp owners axound Cm:ada
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Lake were understandabiy con..arnad Iast the Stawarc I.anding Dam not be nain-

t.ained by the new owners, As a result of ac.::ion r.aksn by t.he {.‘.anada Lakas
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Protectiva &ssoci.ation in the summer of 1965, the Riagara lf.ohawk Power
Corporal:ioa agree.d to d.alay the sala of the dam and Land to en.abla r.he
fia R

Association to work out an agreement. with the proposed pu:c.haser. 'i‘he magara

tiohawk Corperationm al.so agreed to sell six acres of l.and. at :hs lower and cf

"Lily Lake to CLPA as a potent:ial dam site should negotiations wich t.he pur-

chaser orove unsul:cesgful- :
| The purchaser of said dam, Oregon Mountain Corporatiom, finmally
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entered into an agramn: with CLPA 1n Hmrember of 1965, by the t;em of

t 2538 F0

wh.i.c.h, :Jregan Haunl:a:ln corporat.io:; agrud to ma.tntain the vater 1eve1 of East

-

Camda, wes: Cam\da and Green Lakes at & wim:ar ele.vation ot‘ a ma.ximm of
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154.5 feet. Summer elevations were agreed to be 2 maximm of 1543,91 feet and
a minimum of 1541 feet; the summer seasom being defined as May'15 to ¢ . =
September 15, Said agreement further provided that in the event Oregom
Mountain Corporation should sell the dam-the comveyance would be made subject
to all of the terms of the CLPA agreement. It wis further agreed that Oregon

Mountain would have incorporated in its deed from Niagara Mohawk the cuit:.e:u

of the m;-a;:emt. : S

Niagara Mohawk did subsaquently sell to Oregon Mountain by dsed
dated April 21, 1966. Said deed contained the following clause: "This-agree-
ment is made subject to all the terms and conditions sat forth in the agreement
between Oregon Mountain Corperation and Canada Lakes Protective Association’ -
dated November 9, 1965, as followsi", Then followed the main text of the ' i<:‘:
November 1965 agreement.

Oregon Mountain Corporation comtinued to operate and maintain ®
the dam and to develop the land around Stewart Landing until the spring of:
s TR R e T — s e o B

In 1971, Oregon Mountain Corporation found that the taxes on
the dam: were, in their opiniom, excessive and they could no longer afford-to
pay the taxes and maintain the dam. Conseyuently, the dam property was sold:
for taxes and bid in by the County of Pulton im the fall of 1971.: In'thas.
spring of this year, the County of Fulton indicated that they would not con-'
tinue the operation of the dam and unless arrangements were made with Oregon
Mountain Corporation to continue such operation, the dam would be dismantled:

Acting in this emergency, your Association negotiated with the
Cwﬁty of Fulton to allow the dam to remain in operation during the summer of

1972 and to be maintained and operated by the CLPA and Oregon Mountain - L7

Corporations That arrangement will expire in September of this year, - ° “:te
Wz ST 3eEESEERn Dorpowasiic e Bw o thie 2B Rt :
FRESERT SITUATION:
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Following the temporary arrengement with the County oﬁ_‘_rulton
for the operation of the dem, your officers megotiated with representatives of

the Town of Stratford, the Oregon Mountain ggrpqra_:ion. St.c_au_rgrr._ Landing
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_ res?onsibility for such maintenance transferred from the Oregon Mountain

4Assoclation, the Pulton County attornay,. rapresentative of the Town of Caroga
and the Board of Assessors of the Town.-of Stratford inm an effort to resolve

the continuing problem of the dam maintepance. As a result of these negotia-
ticns, a teamtative agreement has baen ra{u:.hgd_al.ﬂ:j_cct to confirmation by CLPA,

and Stewart Landing Association as well as approbal by the County of Fultem,

¢
Paa Mfaoplnd s 2] LA T8 SRthEpEi Ee 00 Ll ienan #11
THE AGREEMENT: {
. A8
~RESEEF Gwicits swavosduiag LR: socdae of sntar esnerel los 5 ~ioNys fop the

ZUTrEes o1 o ke Town of Stratford has agreed.to. lowar -the assessmeant on the
dan. from $40,000.00 to $12,000.00 for a pariod of two years and them place a
permanent assessment:of $20,000,00 on the dame _ ... ... .. e Fod

w5 ow2e The Oregon Mountaim Corporation has agreed to retake, title
to the dam from the County of Fulton for a period of two years and to maintain
the dam and pay taxes thereon during said period,. b3 ;

7 3» The County attorney has agreed to present the matter to. the
Fulton County Board of Supervisors and attempt to azrrange for the dzm to be
retumed: to the Uregon Hountain Corporation at a price suitable to both
parties,

4e 1E all of the above is accomplished, the CLPA and Stewart
Landing Association agree within the mext two years to organize a Canada Lake
water resources district for the purpose of owning and maintaining the dam.

S« The above tentative agreement is subject to ratificationm by
both CLPA and Stewart Landing memberships.

In conswmating the above arrangements, time is of the ecsence
since the dam would have to be returned to the tax rolls early this fall so
that Cregon MNountain Corporaticn could assume ownership and pay taxes during
the yezrs 1973 and 74. - In the event the above errangements are approved by
the two associations, then it will be necessary for your officers to megotiate

with Oregon Mountain Corporation to modify the 1965 agreement so that title

to the dam can be transferred to the pProposed water resources district and

Corporation to the district.

In The event of approval of the above arramgements, Steps would
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have to be taken immediately for the formation of a water resources district
and the proposal suhmit.tcd to the owners of 211 property affected by the

various bodies of water involved, This matter would then be put to a vote

of said Property owners and if a majority 2ppxoved the formatiom of the pro-
posed disl:rict. it could be accomplished,

AR ave ket

e ot . The.district would. then have the authoricy to levy. upon all, .,

purpose of maintaining apd. operating the dam, including the,payment.of . taxes,
to the. Towm of Stratford at an assessed. Valuation of #20,000.00.. | - &8
=0y 94 pa .. This, should . &olve. tha.problem for the foreseeable future and _
obviate the -Comstantly recurring problem of the levels of -ths various. lakes
during periods of transfer of ovmership of the dam,: It would bring to the
owners of properties. éurrmdi.ng the lakes some. assurance that the: lakes
would be maintained at their present level and not be. subject to the vagariea
of any person or Corporation who might herufter control the. dam,. .
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Elevation B.M. at Green Lake Bridge =-=--- L548,65

Elevation B.M. at London Bridge Canada L. 1555.62
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STEWARTS LANDING DAM Y o
g
Spillway =--=-=--=-"-"--=T7="=" e TR - 159 Ft. 1!9!1'
Taintor-Gate ==-m=smesmmepeesansascianans 20 Fto Wide
Top © £ Dam ==m==m=m=-==s= s ss=mmeoo=s - 15_5_0.-}‘1-/
Crest of Spillway ======e==---cs=scsssooss 1542.‘@ ¥
Crest of Flashboards ===-===----======= - 15#3.Qfof"--
Bottom o f Taintor Gate =—---=--==========< 1536,41
Center Line of Intake =======-=-==-===-=-= 1520::91 _
Bottom of Sluice Gate =----=-====-======= 1516,58
Elevation Maximum Draft ------------= -=== 1538,71
Elevation Sill of 0ld Dam =--——======< —== 1537.71
Bottom of Apron in Front of Racks =====~=- 1540, 4
Danger Line High Water —--=---===---====== 1544,0
Tlevation - RED LINE - Max. Height wa!ier- 1545,0





