/972
June 29, Mason's Cottage
A
Present: Zipp, Ryan, Caringe, Brower, Theisen, White, Fielding, Kukla
Lesser, Ballard, Bates, Decker, Mason

Minutes of CLPA Directors' Meeting,

1. Discussion of the problem of the Sprite Creek Dam
2. A "summit" meeting was announced for Thursday, July 6 .
at the Firehouse with representatives of all interested
parties present to attempt a resolution of the problem of
ownership of the day.
b. Zipp discussed a Quit Claim deed from Niagara mohawk to
Oregon Mountain Corp. Nothing concrete developed. '
Zipp said that if Oregon Mountain doesn't maintain the lake
level, the CLPA has the right to do so.
. ¢. .It was brought out that Charles Caputo, attourney for Fulton
.8 county maintains the position that when Fulton County took
over ownership of the dam by default, all former agreements
between parties formerly concerned with ownership are null
and void, - '
« The dam is currently assessed for 60,000 dollars,

2. A motion was made by Theisen and seconded by Ballard to postpone
the CLPA annual meeting to July 22, so directors can provide more
accurate information regarding disposition of ownership of the dam.
The annual meeting to be at Wheelerville School.

3. It was brought out that Bill Morris wants to join CLPA, Bill is
arranging to provide the Wheelerville School for CLPA meetings
without charge.

4. The president appointed Al White as an additional CLPA representa-
tive to attend the July 6 "summit" meeting. Others attending will
be Zipp and Caringe.

5. The president confirmed July 2 as the date of the fireworks with

flares to be lighted afterward. Rain dates tobe July 3, Lth.

It was agreed to continue fireworks for next year., The price

this year is about $225, the same as last year, Next year may

see an increase,

L | el

6. Zipp brought up the "Fleisc Committee Resolution" asking director
to encourage people to vote .galnsi'it if it comes up for popular
vote, and/or to write representatives to vote against it. -

7« Zipp said that he was going to put a tim®# 1imit of 3 minutes on
talks by CLPA members at annual meetings in order to move business
. 2long at a reasonable speed. ey
8. Al White gave a membership isport, noting that the membership list
is revised each year before dues letters are sent out.

9. The question of the need to continue carrying liability insurance
on the island was brought up for discussion. It was left that
Caringe would talk with Atty. Dal Niles for continuing insurance.



The Canada Lakes Protective Assoclation Trepresenting
some 300 small property owners on the Canada Lakes in southern
Fulton County seeks your aid in inducing the State of New York
to take over the ownership and maintenance >f the dam on the out-
let of the Lakes, controlling the water level. A condénsed
statement of the problem and the reasons we feel the State should
be involved, rollow. We then detail other relevant facts,

© - The water level in the Canada Lakes has been maintained
for over 50 years by a dam at Stewart's Landing owned by the
Niagara Mohawk Power Co. In 1965 this dam and a relatively small
acreage on Sprite Creek, draining the Canada Lakes, was sold to
the Oregon Mountain Corp., which agreed to maintain the dam and
the water level. After a series of disputes and defaults with
the taxing authority = the Town of Stratford - the Oregon Mountain
Corp. claimed inabllity to pay taxes on the dam and the Town and
subsequently the County of Fulton task title to the dam for tax
arrears. To enforce payment of back taxes Fulton County, in the
3pring of 1972, refused to close the gates in the dam controlling
the flow, resulting in a drop in: the water level of the Lakes,
which, 1if not corrected would have had disasterous consequences.
As an emergency measure, the Canada Lakes Proteetive Association
entered into a temporary agreement with the taxing authorities
and the Oregon Mountain Corp. so that the water in the Lakes could
be restored to it's proper level.

is State Lnrx‘xe -lthe oglg m-vntgl_y owned property being "Cottage
Lots" with a depth of 300 feet on the shoreline of part of the
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three main lakes and the shore lots on Spriteé Creek just above the
i e | . 8 13

2. COST TO THE STATE:

No capital expenditure is needed - the Stewart Landing
Dam would be transferred to State ownership for nothing! The only
cost would be the satisfaction by the State of a tax 1lien held by
Fulton County in the amount of $25,070.09, The State would then
be responsidble for maintenance and supervision of the dam - a2
relatively minor expense in view of the benefits to a large number
of N.Y. State residents,

3. BOAT LAUNCHING STITE:

A state owned boat launching and fishing sccess ramp
with adjacent parking 15t was ¢onstructed a few years ago and is
widely used by persons in the region who wish to fish or boat on
the Canada Lakes., If the dam is not maintained this developemant
ean no longer be used due to insufficient water.

4, CONSERVATION OF WATER RESOURCES:

" The Canada Lakes drainage basis consists of four major
lakes connected by channels navigable by motor boats. (Canada -
525 acres; West - 156 acres; (reen - 51 acres; and Lilly = 39
acres) = a total of 771 acres 5f water area. Into these major
lakes flow some 14 other ponds and small lakes totalling some 700
acres, In addition there are potential impoundment areas which
at a comparatively low cost could provide some 2,09 more acres

ToF fissdabatement and water storage for excess spring freshet

runoffs. All of these storage areas are controlled by the Stewart's
Landing dam and are and can be of increasing importance in
contributing to the growing water needs of the Mohawk River,

5. IMPORTANCE TO TOWN OF CAROGA OP THE CONTINUED
MAINTENANCE OF THE DAM, Sy

Ipq summer galps on_the Canada Lakes have long provided



A

a source of income to the Permanent residents of the Town of
Caroga. These camps also provide &n enlarged tax base for the local
community and ‘1ts' schools - a11/ ":wtilm by sy ‘e vere s Tas”
in the water lﬂ'el af tho I.-ukes. The Lakes lie in an industrially
depressed area i.n the Adiranduku . th? unemployment in Fulton
County gudn% l;gm:« lb;d:ina the State auny The caunty B
econouc but 1ndicatu a very comidenbh dopendencc an tauriu
and ncnauc Ao Both re-quire eomtlnt luter 1¢1ro.'l. a.tnoe Ioat

recreation is wntcr-baud.

6. mamrm. ASPECTS:

The Lake resion i fneluded 1n the "Wild Forest Area”
of the Mirondack !lutu' Plan for the mnt and ncnatioml
use of the Adirondack State Park approved in July '72 by Gov.
Rockefeller, The prinry oonsidontion ar the management is the
pratection of the forest uttins thnt nrtonda public enjoyment
of the woods, lakes and trails. Our ns:lon is used by meny summer
visitors for hiking, u-ping u:lung, canceing and other sutdoor
recreation, nn amr- of shore line property, moat directly
affected, also dcum ooml&mt:lon arm- their many years of

'uintenance of clean pollution~free 1m| tuh open access ror

many New Yorkers. low that tho Environuntal anty Bond Act

of 1972 has been approved by the v::tora in 11/7/72 election, it is
clear that the people of the State of New York are in smth:
with cnvironunm control. The Act providu M uillion dollars
W&mtm ot rmat mum landn in the
Adirondacks. We ask for no cnpit-al outlay - only uintenume

and supervision on a dam whose existence is vital to the
conservation ér this forest raf:rggtioml area. |

 AFFECT ON NEW LOT OWNER AT STEWART'S LANDING:

7.
Dur:lns the six or seven years the Oregon Mountain Corp.

2o

owned the Dam they sold some 50 of a propoud ’200. lots along

Sprite Creek to prospective summer residents. About 35 new owners
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have built oothps on their lotl. If the dam is not maintained
there will be little water in front of thtlr homes - Sprita Creek
will be nduoed to a mll brook, h.u-dly mv:lg:bh by om-.

. ADDITIONAL PERTINENT mm;
1. LOCATION OF AREA, ) yea .

_ The Canada Lakes are approximately 14 miles north of
the southern boundary of Fulton County, entirely within the
Adirondack State Park. The Lakes are within the Town of Caroga;
the dam and Sprite Creek in the Town of Stratford., As previously
mentioned the water area of the Lakes total 771l acres, with the
greatest length being about 3 miles, All of the shoreline of
Lilly Lake; about half of both West Lake and Green Lake; and most
of the westerly end of Canada Lnko is State Owned. The Lakes are
drained by Sprite Creek, on which 1; the St.onrt'u Lnnéi.ns Dll.
about 3 uln belov I.illy Lnke Sprite Cnek flows mta Eut
Canada Creek near Dolgetville, uhich in tum enptiu into tho
Mohawk River between St. Johnnvule and Little !‘allu.

2. THE STEWART'S LANDING DAM,
" 'The Dam, constructed in 1923 is made of comcrete. It

1s about 100 feet long, 40 feet high, with a bottom width of 15
feet and a top width of § feet. It has been kept in relatively
good condition and the only visible need of repair 1s nduuing

nlopms downstream side, As ions as the ‘Niagara Mohawk Paur
Co. (and up to recently the Oregon Itwntain Corp.) owned the Dam
there was no problea on Canada Lake. 'Ihe omrs coopented by
keeping the water level at a uniform height during Spring and
Summer and lowered it about 4 feet in the fall to permit cottage
owners to work on docks and lakefront walls. The gates were
closed again in the spring to restore the water level. A wooden
viaduct (since removed) carried the water downstream from the
dam to a power plant which generated electricity for the company's
system,
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3. THE CANADA LAKE PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

On the Canada Lakes there are about 250 owners of
"eottages", the majority for summer occupancy, but many now
winterized for all-year use. Some of the families owning these
cottages have used them for over 100 years. Some 25 years ago
the Canada Lake Protective Assoclation was formed to protect the
property of 1t's members; to assist h stocking the Lakes with
fish; for the enforcement of the laws of ‘the State relating to

' fish and game; for preserving the waters from pollution and for
“maintaining health standards in the area. About 50 lot owners
" in the area just above the dam have their own association,

arfiliated with ‘the CUL.PIA, & ¢ oot 19 ma hate vom won |

cmcwsmu |
. If the Cnnada Lnkla ucrved only the ounera ot shnre-
line prapcrty a oano cauld be uldc (or thaae aymera to aaaune
the tax burden 1npoaed by the Toun 5r Stf:téord and ?ulton County
on the Stewart's Landins Dam, with the additiongl tuture cost or

~maintenance. However, the Dam 1npounds untcra nceded for
_ increased enjoyment of the area by non-lake ruuidenta; for

ld@itionnl necessary flood control; and ror tho couxinntd prosperity
of the local ranidents or Southern Pultan CQunty. The Canadu Lakes

. Protective Assoclation asks the State of New York to take over the

ownership and maintenance of this Dam - possible with no initial
capital cxpcndituri and low future operating costs,
TR e oTETY 9 Wew ToRMY wy i '

~ e e SSESESS——



Tebruary 26, 1973

};_r- Jom F- Ry&'ﬂ
1 Abbey Lane
vonkers, New York 10701

Dear Mr. Ryaas

I an plcaccd Lo advise that I have scheduled a mecting on
Thursday, Mareh 8th st 2:00 pom. in wy office, Room 521, Legis-
1ative Office Duildisg to discuss che problens with Stewert's

Landing Dam.

sp, James L. Biggane, Firet Depuly Coumissioner of the
Departmont of Yavireancntal Comsarvation has conaented Lo
attend this meating and is attempbing to have Conmissionar
fenry L. Dismond alco present. T have written to Licutenant
Covernor Maleolm Wilpon advising him of the scheduled mzeting.

Would you kindly advise my secrstary whom you will have
participating from the Canada Lakes Trotectiva Asgociation.

I would appreciate hoearing from you &5 to witather these
plans meet with your approval.

Sincerely yours,

CLERMN IE, HARRIS
¥ajority Whip

CEll/4s

bee: Honorable Chester R. Hardt




M EMORANDUM

TO: Honorable James L. Biggane
Honorable Dalwin J. Niles
Honorable Glenn H. Harris
Mr. John F. Ryan
Mr. Alvin W. White, Jr.
Mr. Harold A. Egan, Jr.
Mr. Bernard D. Caringe

RE: Minutes of Meeting held March 8, 1973
Stewart's Landing Dam; Canada Lakes Protective Association

The question of the future of Stewart's Landing Dam and
Canada Lake were discussed and explored in detail. It was the
consensus of the group that the following alternatives were
open:

1. Special legislation could be introduced which would
authorize and empower the Department of Envirommental Conser-
vation to take over the Dam operation and continue it as a
special part of the Conservation Department's water level
district. It was also the general opinion of those present
that while this alternative would be the most desirable fram
thestandpointoftlmCanadaIakesAasociatim, it was a
solution that offered the least possibility of success.,

', A suggestion was made that Special legislation be
introduced to expand the powers of the Hudson River-Black
River Regulating District. As a part of that District, a
subdistrictmﬂdt}mbefomedmpassingtheareaof
Canada Lake and Stewart's Landing and adjacent lands so that
they would form a water level subdistrict to be administered
bytheFmdstiver-BlackRiverReg\ﬂatingistrictwtnwculd
then operate, own and control Stewart's Landing Dam. Under
ﬂﬁsaltmteprqnsal,mswithinﬂaebistrictmﬂdbe
assessed for the main cost and operation of the Dam. The
State being a landowner within the District should provide
forpayingtaxesmitsassesmttherebyslminqpmpor—
tionately in the cost for operating the Dam. It was also the
consensus that this proposal depended entirely upon the attitude
oftheHlﬁstiver—BlackRiverRegalatingBoardastotheir
willingness to assume this new function. It was agreed that



the Camissioner should explore this with the Board and report
back to the group within a week's time.

3. The third suggestion, perhaps the least desirable but
the most practical, was the formation of a new water level
district by special legislation along the lines already estab-
lished by Assemblyman Harris' bill, being Chapter 994 of the
Laws of 1969. This would require a petition signed by the
owners of taxable real property situated in the proposed
district owning in the aggregate at least one-half of the
assessed valuation of all the taxable real property of the
proposed district. The Town Boards would be obliged to call
public hearings after which they would determine whether or
not the formation of such a district was in the best public
interest. As an alternative to the Town Boards creating the
district, the legislation might provide for the County to
form the district since all the property would be in the County
of Fulton.

After discussion of all of these proposals, it was the
consensus that Assemblyman Harris attempt to have introduced
at this Session legislation providing for all three alternatives
as soon as possible and that they be acted upon by the local
legislative representatives, both Assembly and Senate, in the
order set forth within this memorandum.



Your Committee wishes to bring you up to date on the events which
have transpired over the last several months concerning the problem of pre-
serving and maintaining the Stewart Landing Dam.

As reported at our last meeting, the County of Fulton has made it
clear that they camnot and will not retain owmership of the Dam and maintain
the same. A solution which was offered by some of you was to take steps
the State of New York to take over and operate the Dam,

ling

Following this latter suggestion, Jack Ryan arranged & meeting with
legislator in Albany, Assemblyman Glemn Harris, and Assistant Commissioner
of Envirommental Comservation, James L. Biggane. Attending this meeting were
Al White, Harold Egan, Bernie Caringe, and Dal Niles.

The Commissioner indicated that there were some dozen similar
situations throughout the State of New York and the State had no authority
nor funds to assume responsibility for and operate any of these various
dams, He further stated that he felt it extremely unlikely that any ex-
tension of power would be granted to the Department emabling it to assume
thie function. However, in spite of this almost total rejection, Assemblyman

Further discussions were had as to the possibility of following
the suggestion worked out last summer, namely, the creation of a water
control or water level district. According to the Commissioner, this
appeared to be the most realistic of any of the solutions advanced. Several
alternative suggestions for the creation of such a district were advanced.
One would be to enlarge the powers of the Hudson River-Black River Regulating
District to include the area surrounding the Stewart Landing Dam, and the
other, to form a new water level district either on 2 Comty or bi-town
level.

Each of the above suggestions is being pursued and Assemblyman Harris
has introduced legislation providing for all the alternatives. While there
are problems comnected with each suggestion made, your Committee is working
diligently to provide the simplest and most economical answer for the campers
at Canada Lake. It is anticipated that by the end of the present legislative
session we will have authority to proceed in ome or more of the avenues out=
lined above.

Your Committee wishes to report further that Assemblyman Harris was
most cooperative in setting up this meeting and in formulating and introducing
the legislation immediately. Ie has further assured your Committee and the
Association of his deep interest in the problem we face and his desire to be
of help in every way possible. For his efforts and his willingness to help,

your Committee is deeply grateful.
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Fairfield, New York
= . _ Mareh 26, 1973

Mr. Alvdn W. White, Jr. Fres.
Canada Lake Protectave Association :
29 W. Pulten St. -
Gloversville, New York 12078

AY:

Thank you for the copy of the news letter concerning
the propress made toward & solution to the Stewarts Landing
Dam problen.

T hope in vour nesotistions you have not forgotten
us &t Stewarts Landing who are also vitally interested in
this project and are probabely wore directly affected by the
dam then are the Canada Lake Campera. As you know, without
that dam we have nothing, where Canzda and Green Lakes
would at least have smaller lakes, g

Some of our people have seen the article in tue Little
Falls Bveninp Times eoncerning the meeting with Mr. Hurris
and the Oonservutien Commissioner. They heve usked wme what
is happening und T have o be honest and say I don't know.
I would appreciate your keepirng me informed and alert us
in those areys where we can help,

We, as you know, have beun Lrying to get cur property
aAssessments corrected at Stewarts Landing te bring them
more in line with the rest of the Township. This has been
an uphill struggle for the past two years and it appears
that the Town of Stratford is taking correctave action
without our resorting to legal action. They slected
& naw ussessor last Nevember who is doing nis best to revise
tae complete assessment rolls and to assess on a pereentage
of the fair market value., This is Jjust what we have winted.
(Equzlity). S50 our struggle hure may be nearly over,

Al, we at Stewarts Landing want to be kept informed 6f
the dam progress and to be of assistance whers possible.
I understand that The Oreson Mounteain Corporation hus paid &
the taxes on the dum and will kesp their purt of the bargain
for the pext two years.

Thank you fer vour e ideration". “ :
> s 2/, Ja!%gﬂﬁizvdﬁvia?f‘
60 ge W. Diefl€nbaclier, Pres.

Stewarts Landing Assoeiatdon
T.0. Rox # |
PR gy W9 1333¢
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March 30, 1973
Dear George:

Thank you for your lettar of Maroh 26th. oOup CeL.P,A, has
not forgotten the Stewart Landing People, 1In all oupr negotations
red as well as our own,

r
members, Feturally you Sould pick directors and ha
volee in deciding policiea,

e have an "Eoho" whieh y 11 be publishea in
our membership, The "Echo" contains gcheduledo

of ColoP,A,, committes in&ovuntion. informetion about families,
sailing races, church Jervices, water safety inp

protection ete, 1s you decide to merge with
would be pleased to meil our "Echo' ¢

The newspaper article was a little premature and Jou should have
received my informetionsl letter before it hit the newspaper,

¥e will have ne Problem with the water 1

evel this year ang hopefully
Legizlation will be passeqd to =zolve oup

problem once ana for all,

1 assure you I wiii kéep you iInformed of 81y new developements,
Thank you for youp interest,

Yours truly,

A. e whit.’ JI.". Pl"GB- .GCI‘.P.A.



The following resolution was offered at the regular meeting of the Fulton
County Planning Board on Monday, May 22, 1972:

Resolution introduced by Mr. McManus, seconded by Mr. Diltz, adopted unanimously ,
RESOLUTION REGARDING CANADA LAKE-STEWART'S LANDING DAM

WHEREAS, the Fulton County Planning Department has been undertaking an ex-
tensive study of water resources and has found that Canada Lake and many other
lakes in Fulton County have been or are now controlled by many and various out-
side sources, and

WHEREAS, Canada Taks 1s vital to tle econowy of Pultea Coumey, particularly
in regards to Fulton County's interest in tourism and recreational potential, and

WHEREAS, Fulton County now has an opportunity to obtain control of the
Stewart's Landing Dam and thus control of the lake through tax foreclosure, and

WHEREAS, Canada Lske lies within more than one town; namely, the Towns of
Caroga and Stratford, now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fulton County Planning Board recommends to the Ful-
ton County Board of Supervisors that Fulton County take over the Stewart's Landing
Dam eand retain all rights and land comprising the dam and its environs, particularly
for the purpose of gaining control of the water level in and by Fulton County, and
to insure a high quality of tourism and recreational facility, and, further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fulton County Planning Department recommends that
the County Board of Supervisors investigate and, hopefully, establish a Canada Lake
Drainage Improvement District in the Towns of Caroga and Stratford, said Improve- 4
ment District to include the dam and the entire lake and all lake front, as well as
other property owners around the lake benefiting from the lake, said Improvement
District to include Canada Lake, West Lake and Green Laks, and, further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Canada Lake Drainage Improvement District be estab-
lished t2 opsrate and mafitein-the-dew and that-ail-expenses for such operarion
and maintenance shall be charged to the property owners within the suggested Canada
Lake Drainage Improvement District.




1 Abbey Place,
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701
May 22, 1973

Assemblyman Glenn H, Harris,
Room 521, Legislative Office Bldg.,
Albany, N.Y. 12224

Dear Glenn:

Many thanks from yours truly and the members of
the Canada Lake Protective Association for your exceptional
effort and skill in gett through the legislature your
three bills on the Stewart's Lake Dam.

I enclose coples of letters I have sent to
Governor Rockefeller and Commissioner Diamond in an effort
to get the bills signed into law. The other three members
of our committee are also writing the Governor.

I hope to see you in Canada Lake within the next
few weeks to thank you in person.

Cordially yours,

John F. Ryan.




1 Abbey Place,
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701
May 22, 1973

The Honorable Nelson H. Rockefeller,
Governor of the State of New York,
Executive Chambers,

Albany, N.Y. 12201

Dear Governor Rockefeller:

A3 a member of the Canade Lakes Protective Associa~
tion Committee for the protection of Stewart's Landing Dam, I
have been informed that three bills relating to the matter
l:;n passed both houses and are before you for final considera-
on.

#7568 authorizing the Towns of Caroga Lake and Stratford
to take over the Dam.

#7569 ;::houztu the County of Fulton to take over the

#7688 authorizing the Dept. of Environmental Conservation
to take over the Dam.

We of the CLPA greatly prefer #7688 and ask you to
sign this bill into law,

mcmdahhululntbauutthmumm
County, entirely inside the Adirondack Fark Boundary and the
Association represents over 300 small property owners on the
Lakes, mnumrmtomsuu, at po the owner-
ship of the dam controlling the water level on the Lakes.

The dam impounds waters needed for the increased
enjoyment of the area by non-residents; for additional
necessary flood control; for the continued prosperity of local
residents of southern Fulton County; and for the protection of
the property rights of over 300 small cottage owners on the
Lakes .




May 22, 1973

The Honorable Nelson H. Rockefeller,

Dear Governor Rockefeller:

Its acquisition by the State fits in nicely with
the purpose of the new Adirondack Park Land Use and
Development Plan.

Please sign the bill!
Respectfully,

John F, Ryan.
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STATE GF NEw YORK
ExecuTivE CHAMBER

T.N.HURD ALBANY 12224
SLCHETARY TO THME GOVEANOH

June 25, 1973

Dear Mr. Caringe:

Oon behalf of Governor Rockefeller, I
acknowledge your recent letter concerning
legislation to authorize the Department of
Environmental Conservation to accept title of
the Stewarts Landing Dam and certain contiguous
property in the Town of Stratford (Assembly Bill
No. 7688).

The Governor approved this legislation
on June eleventh and it is now Chapter 619 of
the Laws of 1973.

Sin'\;'ﬁrely ’

I N lard

Mr. Bernard D. Caringe

Chairman, Environmental Committee
Canada Lakes Association

Glove Cities Chevrolet Co., Inc.
Washington Street at Broadway
Gloversville, New York 12078

-




619] Laws or NEw YomEK, 1978 2085

() All such wages have remained unpaid to such person, and

(b) No written communication has been received from such
person by the holder, and

(e) Notice regarding such wages, if sent by the broker or dealer,
vis first class mail, to such person at his last known address has
been returned to the broker or dealer by the postal authorities for
inability to loeate such person.

§ 7. Sections one, two, three, four and five of this act shall take
effect on the first day of January, nineteen hundred seventy-three.
Section six of this act shall take effect on the thirty-first day of
December, nineteen hundred seventy-five.

CHAPTER 618

AN ACT to amend the estates, powers and trusts law, in relation to the
signing of a testator’s name by another to a will =

Becams & law Jupe 11, 1973, with the np})rovnl of the Governor. Passed by
s majority vote, three-fifths being present

The Poopls of the State of New York, represented in Senate ond Assemdly,
do ensot as follows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (C) of paragraph one of subdivision
(a) of section 8-2.1 of the estates, powers and trusts law is hereby
amended to read as follows:

(C) Any person who signs the testator’s name to the will, as
provided in subparagraph (1), shall sign his own name and affix
hig residence address to the will but shall not be counted as one
of the necessary attesting witnesses to the will[, provided that a
failure to comply with this subparagraph shall not affect the
validity of the will]. A will lacking the signature of the person
signing the testator’s name shall not be given effect; provided, how-
ever, the faslure of the person signing the testator’s name to affiz
Ms address shall not affect the validity of the will.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of September next
succeeding the date on which it shall have become a law and shall
apply to all wills executed on or after such date.

CHAPTER 619

AN ACT to authorize the department of environmental conservation to accept
title to the Btewart’s Lan Dam and certain contiguous property in the
town of Stratford, county of Fulton

Became & law June 11, 1973, with the npgroval of the Governor. Passed on
Home Rule request pursuant to Article IX, section 2(b)(2) of the Consti-
tution by & majority vote, three-fifths being present ‘
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembdly,

do enact as followe:

Section 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, the
department of environmental conservation may receive and accept

Barsanuiteoc AT ln Mekes fo sew; matter ln brackats [ ) ia old iaw t0 bs cmitied.



2056 Laws or Nsw Yoax, 1978 (Cruar.

title in the name of the people of the state of New York, to the
Stewart’s Landing Dam and certain contigunous property within
the town of Stratford, county of Fulton, described herein, pur-
suant to authorization by the board of supervisors of the county of
Fulton, without a public hearing or referendum, subject to the
approval of the director of the budget, and shall maintain and
operate such dam in accordance with appropriate provisions of law:

All that tract or parcel of land with the structure thereon,
lJocated in the town of Stratford, County of Fulton and State of
New York, more particularly bounded and described as follows:

Being all that property known as Stewart’s Landing Dam and
beginning at a point located at the northeast foundation of said
dam and running thence southeasterly along the base or foundation
of said dam approximately 350 feet to the southeast corner there
of ; running thence sputhwesterly along the easterly or southeasterly
base or foundation of said dam to the southwesterly corner thereof;
running thence northwesterly along the southerly or southwesterly
base or foundation of said dam approximately 850 feet to the
northwesterly corner thereof; running thence northeasterly along
the northerly or northwesterly edge of the base or foundation of
said dam to the point and place of beginning.

Together with all the land beneath said dam and upon which
the base or foundation rests. Also together with the entire struc-
ture resting upon said base or foundation together with all appur-
tenances thereunto attached.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 620

AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to requiring prior approval
of sutomobile insurance rates in commection with the eompr‘e”hemiu auto-
mobile insurance reparations system and to amend section five of chapter
one hundred eighty-nine of the laws of nineteen hundred sixty-nine, entitled
“An act to amend the insurance law, in relation to making sutomobile
insurance more readily available, protecting policyholders against cancel-
lation of personal insurance policies, securing policyholders and claimants
against loss due to insurance company insolvency, pmhibitin% price-fixing
agreements among insurers and providing for greater competition in insur-
ance rates”, in relation to extending the effectiveness of the provisions of

such chapter

Became a law June 11, 1978, with the approval of the Governor. Passed by
& majority vote, three- being present

TAe People of the Btate of New York, represented in SBenate ond Aseemdly,
do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions one and three of section six hundred
seventy-seven of the insurance law, as added by chapter thirteen
of the laws of nineteen hundred seventy-three, are hereby amended

to read, respectively, as follows: ,
Google




782 - 3163

28 Thuestlay, March 15, 1973

Canada Lake

Dam Issue
Under Study

Assemblyman  Glenn H.
Harris of Canada Lake mel
recently with officers  and
dircetors of the Canada Lake
P'rotective  Associalion, a
represenlative of the State
netronmental Conservation
Departinent, and former Sen.
Timlwin ., Niles of Johnstown to
diseusy the Slewart's Landing
Iyim problem,

Hurris - reported that at the
tneeting, held i the assem-
blyinan's office in Albany, three
alernative  proposals  to
alleviutee the present problem
were put forth by James L.
Higpane, Tirst depuly com-
mnissiuncer of the Environmental
(onservation  Department.
[Mexe propusals will be studied
by Harris and former Sen, Niles
antl they expressed hope that
legistitive  proposals  will be
lorthouming soon.

Allending from the Canada
Like Protective Association
were:  Alvin W, White, Jr.,
president; John Ryan, Harold
Egan, and Bernard Caringe,
M eetors of the association,

“We are all aware of the
seriusness of this problem for
thos¢ residents at Canada
l.ake," Assemblyman Harris
suid. "It is our hope that, as a
result of this meeting, we can
find solutions Lo this problem as
tuickly as possible.”

THANKE YOU

i wish to thank all my friends,
relatives and peighbors and co-
workers from the N.Y, State
Env. Con, Dep't. for the won-
derful cards and flowers while I
was in the Veterans Hospital
from Dec_ 10 til March 7. [ am
hotne now for a month to rest up
lwefore coming back to work.
Thank vou all

DICK E. BERRY

Bill Solving Canada Lake
Water Level introduced

Assemblyman Glenn H.
Harris of Canada Lake has in-

|

“The water level in the
Canada Lakes has been main-
lained for over 50 years by a
dam at Stewart’s Landing owned

the Niagara Mohawk Power
ompany,”" Assemblyman
msaiﬂ.lumsﬂ:lsd:mmd
a tively small acreage on
Sprite Creek, drnlulnfthe

———

Canada Ll:ku, u\;ﬂu sold to g
Dregm oun I?u"wa
which to maintain the
dam the water level.

Alter a series of disputes and
defaults with the taxing
authority — the Town of
Stratford — the Oregon
Mountain tion claimed
LT
8 town y
the County of Fulton took title to
the dam for tax arrears. To
enforce payment of back taxes
Fulton County, in the spring of
1672, refused to close the gates in
the dam controlling the flow,
resulting in a drop in the water
level of the Lakes, which if not
corrected would have had
disastrous consequences,

As an emergency measure,
the Canada Lakes Protective
Association entered into =2
temporary agreement with the
taxing authoritles and the
Oregon Mountain Corporation so
that the water in the lakes could
be restored to its level.

The Stewart's d?:
impounds waters needed
increased enjoyment of the area
by non-lake residents, for ad-
ditional necessary flood control,
and for the ‘“continued
prosperity” of the local
residents of Southern Fulton
County.
legiiation Is s designed 1o

tion to
maintain the water level of
Canada Lake for the benefit of
all and eliminate li:sa]n:u'
problems experienced the
spring of 1972, Harris said.

If passed by both houses and
signed by the governor, the
measure would tske effect
immediately. !




re{ivnri's' Landing Dam —

nkeover by State to
e Requested by Board

special land, in the
ton County Board of The board“,l:nill Mconsrdersu-"tfort
nmumm'bm called for resolution, the only one on the
_ y night to request agenda, which would place the
e takeover of Stewart's board on record as requestin
ding Dam, and surrounding Ulemuwmmmmtg
companion Senate  and
_ Assembly bills to authorize the

title to the dam and

contiguous property.
agp:e:dof nl?e resolution, isf
ved, will be sent to [
Rockefeller, Sen. Mary AG:nve
» Assemblyman Glenn
&mﬁf‘ﬂs o?nd the State
ent Environmen
Couﬁwaﬁon. =
county currently holds
laxo-acqlfired title u{o‘ the
Stewart's Landing Dam
property, which has been a
controversial issue as to
g maintenance of the dam.

1

Harris Considering Three
“Proposals on Canada Lake

-

Three proposals for solving
lheproblemofure&madalake
water level and determining who
controls the dam at Stewart

; idered

Harris, according
had prepared three bills which
he has delivered to former State
Sen. Da J. Niles of John-

the situation and have the best
chance of passage in the
Legislature. 1t is possible that
Harris will submit two bills on
the matter.

A fourth proposal now under
consideration is a bill to provide
for a statewide study of the
situation as there are 3 number
of similar situations in the state.

The Canada Lake committee,
seeking @ solution to the
problem, has noted that Fulton
‘County has made it clear that it
cannot retain ownership of the
dam and maintain it The idea of
having the state take over the

Amape the bills being con-
siddered by Harris is the ereation
of 1 water control or water level
district, **According to the
commissioner, this appeared to
be the most realistic of any of the
solutions advanced. :

ssgeyeral alternative
suggestions for the creation of
such a district were advanced.
One would be o enlarge the
powers of the Hudson River-
Rlack River Regulating District
to include the area surrounding
the Stewart landing Dam, and
the other, to form a new water
level district either on a county
or bi-town level."”

The committee noted thal
while Lhere were problems
conneeted with each suggestion
the committee ‘'is working
diligently to provide the simplest
and most economical answer for
the campers at Canada lake. It
is anticipated that by the end of
the present legislative session
we will have authority to
proceed in one or more of the
avenues outlined above."

* dam and maintain il appears
i__quite unlikely at this point;

I""In a meeting between the
* . gommittee, Harris and James L.
- Biggane, assistanl com-

missioner of Environmental
‘Conservation, the committee
noted it was extremely unlikely
“that any extension of power
“would be granted ,toT his
department allowing it to
assume the control and main-
tenance of the dam.

=
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Thres bills dealing with the
future operation and maln-
tenance of Stewart’s Landing
dam in the Town of Stratford
were passed Friday by the state
Senate uftér having been
previously approved by the
Assembly.

Introduced by Assembly
Majority Whip Glenn H. Harris
of Canada Lake, the bills now go
{o Gov. Rockefeller for his ac-
tior.

The lirst bill, if signed into
taw. would turn over the title,
operation and maintenance of
the dam |o the State Department
of Environmental Conservation.

Enactment of this bill was
recently requested by the Fulton
County Board of s,
which currently holds tax-

- acquired title to that dam that

vontrols water levels at Lily,
Canada snd Green Lakes:

The second bill would
authorize the town boards of the
Towns of Straiford and Caroga
ta establish a water level control
district to maintain and control
the water level of Canada Lake.

Also appmved was the third

. bill which would suthorize

Fulton County to establish a

* waler level control district in the

Towns of Stratford and Caroga
and to maintain and control the
water level of Canada Lake,
Assemblyman Harrls, com-
menting on the Senate passage

said, “T am greatly encouraged

'Senate Passes 3 Bills
Dealing with Future of
Stewart's Landing Dam

with the action taken today in
the passage of my bills and
anticipate solutlon to the
problem, concerning '

operation and maintenance of
the Slewart's Landing dam, will
be reached with the signatare of
Gov. Rodtsfdhr on these three

proposals.
In a related action, the Senate

passed and sent 1o the Assembly

& bill sponsoved by Sen. Mary
Anne Krupsak of Canajoharie to
authorize establishment of &
water level control district in the
Towns of Stratford and Caroga.
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$50, 000 Alloc&féd .fqr ‘[akeover |
Of Dam in Town oi Stratford

A $50,000 appropriation is Senate mugma a uf Opeuumnnimmwot_'

included i the state sup- dm has been the center of &
S Bt e e el B D
of Stewart’s Landing dam in the: i 7 Maining thet ft was not lo-
Town of Stratford,

Assemblyman Giu;n session at which (he
Y u& oﬂdaﬂymada,ﬂn::qm#
that Gav.

takeover. -

ing the cuunty bom! fwﬂtlng _Id' dwrﬁnﬁ_'ﬂqd '
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w-dm-duy June* !3 19?3 —Mﬂoreld. Gloversville-Johnstown, N, Y

Rocky Signs Law Aufhorlz!ng Sfate_ . -.,,:.,. ’
Takeover of Stewart's Landing Dam'

. bill providing for state solution with affecisd u.mﬂlﬁmhhbﬂlw&-'
takeaver 6f the Stewart's pwners as by the mlnedtn the State Jeglelature,
landing Dam in the Town of .Canada l-ake " Protective | In addition lo the legislation
Stratford was signed into law  Association and the Stewart's arulhuri:im the takeover, the
yest afterncon by Gov. l.andingommm « i Legislature  alsy passed. two
Rockefeller. - The proposal ! stﬁte ulternate. prov .

Assemblyman Glenn H. talleo\rer duvalnped this. for ' establishment « of°
Harris of Canada Lake, who — | districts tomaintain and operate
spansored the legislation, an- “the
nounced the signing of the bil
which had been passed by bolh
houses of the State

|
I et Idlm-¢1. i ! i

bl :
Under provisions of ‘the act,

the State Department of

Environment Conservation will

tmtlﬂetolhedmnmdam{

of adjoining ‘land

::lodu:ty. which has tamcquirad

A $50,000 appruprlallon is
mchined the ~state sup-

“to pay for
wanmrﬂnlhe nndp’

first year's operallunal and
maintenance expense. &~
The dam, which conlrnls
v ‘water levels in Canada, Green:
. and Lily Lakes, has been the'
* center of controversy fortbehut

¢ few years.
With the county detormined
‘not to become permanently
saddied with ownership and

. operation of the dam, various
auempum_;mdnqrhma
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\thr‘{b GAZETTE mmma m«u_u ! SCHENECTADY GAZETTE, +

For §fratford, Ephratah, Johnstowh, Amsterdam— ' {
New Bills Affect Fulton, Montgomery Area

L]

LOU AGOSTA The dum contcolied the sehler(

. ] level of Cunada Laka in-slifi

Goto'db w&-{w&&gm hmgwmlrwa'h:.’mm
spons ¥y reen
Glenn. H. Harris of Conada [the dum was sold by Ningars

for 2 state takeover of|Moh:wk Power Corp. 16t or-

Stewart's Landing Dam in the gani:ation Whieh agreed 10
anﬁﬁtnmmmdmmhnndamndmtﬂ
five which became law yester-|level. '
day alternoon when Gov. Rock Tlunewmu's nm;ha
efellardm&ﬁomem to pay taxes gwed the 'i‘mro'
| m ofa!?e’:t ,g:*rglmm agfu?mw“t:ok muphm W gl
Montgomery Coonties area. sl E T - f ?)-1

When the dam bill passed the

_ 0






